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Autumn 2026

President's Update
Welcome to our autumn 2026 newsletter, which follows a really testing time of heat, wind
and dryness. We hope that you and your gardens have pulled through okay to soak up the
late February rain.

Well, Canberra region garden lovers certainly voted with their feet in Spring 2025! Our big
program of 10 diverse gardens attracted all-time record numbers and we’d like to
congratulate the garden owners and all our volunteers for a truly amazing result.

Autumn is now upon us and we will be following our 28 February Charnwood community
gardens open day with three open gardens, kicking off with a really inspiring and large
country garden with sweeping views called New Hope just outside of Yass on 21-22 March.
You’ll be absolutely amazed at what the owners have achieved over a short time. Make a
day of it by also checking out Yass township only 5 minutes away, and on the Saturday
(only) there’s the nearby Yass Show to add to the fun!

And to round out our autumn offerings, be sure to visit The Living Block in Calwell on 28-
29 March and be inspired by how this young family has transformed a large block into a
productive and beautiful family garden. After the Easter break, be sure to get along to
Christine’s Garden in Gowrie on 11-12 April. This garden is a great favourite, opening in
autumn for the first time since 2019 – the garden is full of ideas and there’ll be lots of plants
for sale too.

Our grants are now open! Find out below how our funding might be able to help your idea
become a reality.

With that great spring result under our belt, our Committee was proud to be able to award
not one but two Horticulture Scholarships this year, to Mia Davies and Amie Sweeting.
Congratulations to these outstanding candidates - find out more about them in this
newsletter.

Is it time for you to open your garden or do you know of a great garden in the Canberra
region? We’re always on the lookout for gardens to open - and it is a really rewarding
experience - simply let us know at info@opengardenscanberra.org.au and we’ll take it from
there.

Len Dowling

President

Open Gardens Autumn Season
The following  gardens are all open 10am - 4pm. Garden entry is free to members. Entry is
$10 for visitors 18 years and over - cash or EFTPOS.

21 - 22 March, 2026

New Hope
6 Glover Drive,Yass, NSW 2582 

This hilltop four-acre property with sweeping river-valley views has, in just four years, been
transformed into an extensive and richly layered country garden. Hedges, arches, gazebos,
seats, fountains and lawns frame cottage borders, ancient, old and modern rose walks,
lavender banks, crabapple terraces, a grand dahlia field (in full bloom), woodland gardens,
fruit, nut and berry orchards, cutflower and vegetable beds, and an antipodean retreat. The
many rare plants and trees are labelled. There is so much to see and enjoy, it is well worth
the short trip to the country – and if you like, bring a picnic or make a day of it with a visit to
nearby Yass itself.
Read more

28 - 29 March, 2026

 The Living Block
85 Costello Circuit Calwell, ACT 2905

Step into a vibrant, productive garden where beauty and function grow side by side.  Set on
a large Caldwell block, this thriving space blends cottage-garden charm with abundant
edible planting.  Wander through a landscape alive with wildlife, explore the tranquil garden
pond and fern gully, and enjoy the soothing sound of water features tucked throughout.

Fruit lovers will delight in the extensive orchard of more than 20 fruit trees, alongside a
greenhouse and a richly planted berry collection, a flourishing herb garden and productive
veggie patch.  Friendly chickens complete this backyard ecosystem.
Read more

11 - 12 April, 2026

Christine's Garden
48 Weathers Street, Gowrie, ACT 2904

A great favourite returns for its first autumn opening since 2019! Enjoy this very large
suburban garden and its amazing variety of plants. Rock walls allow for built up garden
beds with improved soil and drainage. English box hedges divide areas including a parterre
garden. Large mirrors on the boundary fences create illusions of depth. Deciduous trees
provide Autumn colour. Refreshments will be available, and there will be plenty of plants for
sale.
Read more

Grow Together: Open Gardens Canberra grants
now open
We’re offering grants of up to $5,000 for creative, community-driven gardening projects.

Do you have an idea for a neighbourhood garden, a collaborative planting initiative, or a
project that brings people together through gardening? This is your chance to make it
happen!

We’re looking for projects that not only showcase gardening but also engage and connect
the community. Whether it’s a vegetable patch, a garden for local schools, woodlands
restoration or a sustainable green space, we’re here to support your vision.

These grants are open to individuals, community groups and not-for-profit organisations in
the Canberra/Queanbeyan region who are passionate about fostering community
connection through gardening.

Apply now and help your community grow! Visit Open Gardens Canberra - Grants
Program  to learn more and download your application. Applications close Thursday
30th April 2026.

Types of projects that could be considered include but are not limited to:

Sustainable gardening projects

● Restoration of native woodlands

● Projects that will enhance a streetscape

● Projects that will improve the garden experience for people with disability

● Garden education projects

● Making open gardens available to a wider audience through technology.

Let’s cultivate creativity and connection with Open Gardens Canberra!

Grant recipients 2025 
 
Community garden at St Vincent's PS

Thanks to the grant we received last year, the St Vincent's Sustainability Club has been
able to make exciting improvements across our school garden. We purchased new
equipment - including shovels, rakes and child  sized wheelbarrows - making it easier for
students to participate in hands-on gardening each week. Our garden beds were topped up
with fresh soil and mulch, giving our plants the perfect environment to thrive.

We also expanded our planting, adding tomatoes, pumpkins, potatoes and a variety of
herbs, all of which have been growing beautifully. One of the biggest developments has
been our composting initiative. With two new worm farms and two roller compost bins,
students now collect and compost the school’s food scraps every Friday, helping us create
nutrient  rich compost for our garden.

Each Friday, students come together to water, prune, harvest and care for the garden,
learning not only practical skills but also how to reduce waste and care for the environment.
The initiative has attracted many enthusiastic helpers and has helped raise awareness
about sustainability across the school community.

 

Canberra High School bush food garden

We were pleased to provide a grant of $2,100 to Canberra High School last year for the
purpose of establishing an Australian bush food garden at the school.  The garden is
intended to create an innovative and immersive educational resource for students and staff
and supports curriculum objectives across science, geography, indigenous studies and food
technology.  The grant was used to purchase soil, compost, mulch, sustainable pathways,
irrigation systems and indigenous bush food seeds and plants.  The photo above shows a
member of the Cultural Integrity Team hard at work in the garden in February.  

 
The Barnados Canberra Children Family Centre community garden

Last year we provided $2961 to establish a vegetable garden that would engage
disadvantaged children and families in the design and construction of five raised beds on
the Barnados site at Downer.  The grant was used to purchase garden bed kits, soil, gravel,
seeds and seedlings.

2026 Scholarship awardees
Each year Open Gardens Canberra invites nominees from the Canberra Institute of
Technology to be considered for an OGC scholarship.  Nominees can be studying any CIT
horticulture course.  This year we were very pleased to award two scholarships, worth
$3,000 each, to Amie Sweeting and Mia Davies.  They have provided some information
about their work and interests.

Amie Sweeting

 

I work at the Civic Depot within the City and Environment Directorate, helping coordinate a
range of horticultural programs that support the care of Canberra’s urban open spaces. Our
teams look after suburbs, summits, wetlands, shops, laneways, and wellknown city spaces
such as City Walk, Henry Rolland Park, and West Row. I really enjoy being part of the work
that keeps these places healthy and welcoming, and supporting the people who care for
them.

My love of horticulture has been with me for as long as I can remember. I’ve always been
drawn to plants, rocks, gardens, and the small details in the landscape that others might
walk past. Outside of work, bushwalking is my favourite way to recharge, and I also spend a
lot of time in my own garden – it’s where I feel most grounded and happiest. That
connection to nature shapes how I approach my work and the pride I take in contributing to
our city’s green spaces.

I’m currently studying Certificate III in Horticulture and Certificate III in Landscape
Construction, and I’ve been really fortunate to learn from passionate teachers at CIT. Their
enthusiasm, support, and genuine love for horticulture have made a huge difference to my
studies and have helped build my confidence to keep growing in the industry.

Being awarded this scholarship means a great deal to me. I’m genuinely grateful for the
support and excited about the opportunities it may open – whether that’s developing further
in my field, supporting more sustainable approaches, or continuing to grow as part of the
horticulture community.

What I value most is the people I work alongside: dedicated staff, volunteers, and
community members who all play a part in caring for Canberra’s landscapes. I feel fortunate
to work in a field that aligns so closely with my interests and values, and proud to contribute
to the places so many people enjoy.
 

Mia Davies

Hello!

My name is Mia. I am 21 and I currently work at the Australian National Botanic Gardens
(ANBG), where I have been working for the last 4 years. My career started here when I
finished year 12 by doing work experience at the gardens for a week. They had a casual
position available and seemed to like me so I immediately jumped from school to 4 days a
week at the ANBG.

Now a full time staff member, I’ve spent most of that time here working in the Tasmanian
rainforest gully and Tasmanian garden and therefore have a reasonable amount of
knowledge on Tasmanian plants! I adore working outdoors and looking after such an
incredible range of species. Getting to be part of some very important conservation efforts
whilst also being able to be creative and active at the same time is incredible! My work
varies a lot, I’m often mulching, pruning, planting, watering (especially in summer) and
weeding, but I also get to help propagate plants, wade through ponds to clear them, and
climb trees!

I finished my certificate 3 in Horticulture last year in December and I loved every moment of
it. CIT is an incredible school and reignited my passion for learning that I lost during year 11
and 12. As a result, this year I have started my certificate 3 in Arboriculture. I was
introduced to Arboriculture at the ANBG as a few of my co-workers are arborists and ever
since, I have had a strong passion for everything to do with trees. I’m very excited to be
able to study Arboriculture this year and plan on pursuing it more in the future.

My biggest goal in life for my future is to work as an arborist/horticulturalist at King’s Park in
Western Australia. I’m very grateful to have received the scholarship from Open Gardens
Canberra, it has given me a big boost in self confidence and motivation to continue on the
path I’m on!

Volunteers News
A  huge thank you to all who have volunteered to help at each of our open gardens this
season, and a very warm welcome to our new Volunteers. 

It is only with the help of Volunteers that Open Gardens Canberra is able to offer a number
of varied gardens each season. As you can imagine, many volunteers are needed each
season in order to place at least two volunteers at every Reception Desk, at each  garden. 

Please consider volunteering. If you think you might like to volunteer, have a chat with one
of our friendly volunteers at the Reception Desk of any garden you visit.

Volunteering with Open Gardens Canberra is an opportunity to meet new people and to
make new friends who also have an interest in beautiful gardens and gardening, while
learning new skills. 

The tasks involved in working at an Open Gardens Reception Desk are easily learnt and
you are supported all the way by more experienced volunteers, garden coordinators and the
Volunteers Coordinator.

You choose when and at which gardens at which you would like to volunteer, and we can
roster you on with a friend if you would like that. You are covered by our voluntary worker
insurance while travelling to and from and while you are working at an Open Garden.

 If you would like to try volunteering with Open Gardens Canberra, or have any
questions about volunteering with OGC,  please send me an email
to audsleylynne@gmail.com and I will get back to you soon! 

COGS - Canberra Organic Growing Society
PO Box 347 Dickson ACT 2602 Australia  E-mail: president@cogs.asn.au ·
https://cogs.asn.au

CANBERRA ORGANIC GROWERS’ SOCIETY RELEASES 30 NEW GROWING GUIDES

The Canberra Organic Growers’ Society (COGS) is excited to release 30 new growing
guides (list attached) for use by its members and the Canberra community on the COGS
website

 

The Guides are designed to help Canberran’s grow nutritious food and cover a wide range
of vegetables from Asian Greens to Zucchini as well as melons and blueberries. The
Guides were prepared for COGS by Fiona Buining from the Ainslie Urban Farm.

Each Guide covers:

Preparing your site and soil
Planting (including a quick reference guide as to the best time to plant)
Cultivation and harvesting
Recommendations on varieties that grow well in Canberra’s conditions
Common pests and diseases and how to manage these using organic methods
References for those that want to find further detail.

In addition, there is a new Bed Preparation Guide to help gardeners get started.

Given the quality of the new Guides, COGS has commissioned further work on the existing
guides on our website to bring them up to the same standard, as well as some new ones. 

Neil Williams, President of COGS, said, ‘the Guides and associated Planting Calendar
represent one of the most comprehensive and up to date guides to growing organic fruit and
vegetables in the Canberra Region.’ ‘The Guides link to our popular planting calendar which
is a quick reference guide for when to sow and plant your seeds or seedlings.’

Background information on COGS

The Canberra Organic Growers Society Inc (COGS) is a non-profit organisation started in
1977. One of its aims is to provide information on community gardening and demonstrate
organic growing techniques for COGS members and the wider public. COGS operates 12
community gardens.

List of New Growing Guides on COGS Website

1. Asian Greens 16. Japanese Turnips

2. Asparagus 17. Jerusalem Artichoke

3. Blueberries 18. Kohl Rabi

4. Cabbage 19. Melons

5. Capsicum 20. Olives

6. Cauliflower 21. Onions

7. Celeriac 22. Parsnips

8. Chicory and Radicchio23. Radishes

9. Chilli 24. Rhubarb

10. Chinese Cabbage 25. Snow Peas and Snap Peas

11. Corn Salad 26. Squash (Pumpkin)

12. Cucumbers 27. Swede

13. Eggplant 28. Swiss Chard (Silver beet)

14. Endive 29. Tomatoes

15.French Beans 30.Zucchini

 

Do you have any photos of your garden?
 We are constantly looking for garden photos for this newsletter and our social media
pages. If you would like to see a photo of your garden featured here, please send as .jpg to
audsleylynne@gmail,com. All photos used will be credited with photographer and garden
owner.

MailChimp
You will notice that we use MailChimp to distribute emails to members. Using MailChimp
ensures that Open Gardens Canberra is treated nicely in the internet world. Without it, our
emails would be treated as spam simply because we send emails to a lot of people – more
than 1000 members. To continue to receive member notifications, please don't unsubscribe
from our Mailchimp list.
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