Notes from The Traveller’s Garden
23 Camfield Place, Florey
11-12 October 2025
I have owned the property for 10 years but only really began work on the garden during the Covid lockdown. Most planting dates from that time with the exception of seven existing trees and the huge wisteria over the back pergola which was planted around the time the house was built in 1986. The fishpond was constructed approximately seven years ago. The block is small at 390sqm, the garden accounting for approximately 250sqm.
This is not a typical Canberra garden. It features some unusual plant combinations where cool climate plants mingle with more tropical varieties which have bold foliage, striking structural forms and dazzling flower colours such as strelitzia (Bird of Paradise) and bromeliads. The choice of the latter is influenced by my Brazilian background and travels in Asia, Africa and South America. Fishponds and established trees provide shelter for smaller plants and wildlife and help to create a microclimate and cool the temperature. The sound of running water is soothing and helps to block out street noise.
Since I travel for several months a year my priority was to develop a low maintenance garden with emphasis on drought and frost tolerant plants such as succulents, cacti and selected native Australian plants. The constant challenge is to provide sufficient care for more tender plants such as proteas, magnolias and citrus during the first two seasons. Once established they need minimal care to thrive.
In the front garden an L shaped walkway constructed from recycled railway timber leads to the entrance. A striking feature on the front porch is the enormous carved basin filled with water plants accompanied by a spherical hand-made cement pot with large succulents.  From the front windows there is a view straight through the living area to the rear of the house, and visitors become aware of the surprise that awaits them in the back garden!
Entry to the back garden is through the garage which doubles as a workshop for creating my pots, a hobby dating from the pandemic years. The pots are crafted from cement with added fibres such as coir and mini hemp. The addition of colour pigments and old tiles can add extra interest. A selection of these pots will be available for sale, along with plants, on the open weekend.
As visitors enter the back garden the exotic nature of the planting becomes evident- there is a lot to take in! Numerous vantage points with seating provide different views of the garden. Near the pond and deck area there are many striking tropical plants such as cordylines, cannas and alocasias (Elephant Ears). There are numerous climbers including a variety of clematis, star jasmine and hardenbergia.  Succession planting ensures year-round interest and a tropical feel. Plant filled containers are positioned to add visual interest and to gain more planting space in this compact area. Layered planting, for example daffodils and hellebores, followed by tulips, lilies and amaryllis, is once again used to advantage.
Tucked away in a back corner is a surprisingly comprehensive productive garden. While citrus trees are planted in the ground, other fruit trees such as pear, persimmon, fig, olive and apple are kept in large pots. In order to make maximum use of the space a vertical garden on the side fence contains mini beds of vegetables such as lettuce, tomatoes and onions as well as Mediterranean herbs. 
A major feature in the back garden are the striking sculptures. The bronze fountain on the pool wall depicts a mythological mermaid watching over the water and the fish. Not to be missed in the firepit area is the voluptuous black dancing woman cast in bronze. She is a striking representation of black women around the globe and as such stands tall in this tropical setting.
I constantly haunt the Green Shed and scan the online Marketplace in search of suitable items to recycle/upcycle. My preference is for metal because it is low maintenance and lasts a long time, but I also use leftover cut timber. For example, an old iron bed frame painted black and stood on end makes a great support for climbing plants. Recycled steel firepits can be used very effectively as plant containers.  Metal legs retrieved from discarded chairs can be cut to size as plant stands and old water fountains converted into pots.
I have carried my love of gardening to the street where I have been busy creating a mini Floriade on the verge at the end of the cul de sac. This community garden features a succession of plants: daffodils followed by tulips, gazanias, agapanthus and lilies, and is greatly appreciated by neighbours whose properties look onto it as well as visitors to the area. Perhaps others will be encouraged to make their own gardens as a result!
I hope visitors to my garden will realise that with careful planning a lot can be achieved in a small space- and that a compact garden doesn’t need to be boring!  Perhaps they will leave with some ideas for creating a low maintenance garden to suit a busy lifestyle or downsizing for retirement.
I look forward to welcoming you to my garden!
Garden owner: Oli

Note: The nearest toilets are at Florey shops








