
 

Winter 2024 Newsletter

 
Dear <<First Name>>,

President's update
Welcome to our winter newsletter. Even in winter there’s lots to share with you. Like our
new “Call For Winter Photos”, which we hope will be a fun way of sharing an appreciation
of the often overlooked beauty of winter in our gardens – find out more below!

What better time for another instalment of Tom’s Tips from Open Gardens veteran Tom
Baker. This time in the form of a poem “The Secret Is Out – Switch To Winter Veg”.

And while the weather is cold, we have warm memories of a very successful autumn
season of open gardens this year. At Burra especially, perfect autumn weather and great
country gardens combined for a record setting weekend for us. While the weather did not
hold for the following weekend of Kambah gardens, visitor numbers were still well above
average. A big thank you to the garden owners for their amazing efforts and hats off to the
volunteers who handled the challenges of high visitor numbers at Burra then cool weather
at Kambah with such success. The introduction of Eftpos has been a success, except for
one wrinkle with Amex surprisingly being rejected – but this has now been fixed.

Also in this issue we have a report from Deirdre on the surveys we conducted late last
year, including how Open Gardens Canberra has responded. It makes really interesting
reading.

With National Volunteer Week not long past (20-26 May), our Volunteer Coordinator Lynne
Bliss brings us another profile of some more of our volunteers, this time Tralie & Cynthia
Kimlin.

It is often not realised that Open Gardens Canberra, as a small non-profit, ploughs surplus
funds back into the horticulture community in the form of small project grants and the
funding of a scholarship for a CIT student undertaking a horticulture course. Read about
what’s been happening in 2024 a little further down.

And last but not least, we are already preparing for what promises to be a big program of
open gardens this spring, all of them opening with Open Gardens Canberra for the first
time. See our “Save The Dates” item below.

Len Dowling,  President

Membership renewal time
 

As sure as night follows day the warmth of Spring will follow these cold winter days and we
will again venture into our gardens.

 I would encourage you to renew your membership at any time after 1 July 2024  simply by
going to the Open Gardens Canberra website and following the steps under the Members
heading.

Renewal prior to the round of Spring gardens opening will dramatically ease the load on
our volunteers at the gardens on the day.

 Membership rates remain at $30.00 per adult Member for the full year to 30 June 2025.

When you renew your membership you will see displayed this statement: “By providing
your card information, you allow Open Gardens Canberra to charge your card for
future payments in accordance with their terms.”.
Please note that Open Gardens Canberra Inc does not retain card details. All transactions
need to be initiated by you, the member.
 
 If you encounter any problems contact me through email
info@opengardenscanberra.org.au and I will provide assistance.

 Ian Davenport

Membership Officer

Call for winter photos!
Our gardens take on a different look during the colder winter months. Bare trees and
shrubs reveal fascinating bark, stems, fruit, berries and buds as well as some wonderful
flowers - frosted or otherwise. Great material for great photos!

Why not share your winter garden photos with the Open Gardens Canberra community?

If you would like your photos featured on our social media pages, simply email us one or
two of your best garden shots as high-resolution images
to president1@opengardenscanberra.or.au. Provide a brief description and let us know if
you are happy for your name to be included.

We’ll share as many submissions as we can over the coming months. And to get the ball
rolling, here are some photos taken in June in Wanniassa – the first is Grevillea ‘Peaches
and Cream’ and the second is a spent Hydrangea flower head showing off its winter finery.

                                                                                                        

Calling for volunteers
Getting ready for Spring 2024!  We have eight beautiful gardens to open between the end
of September to November and I will soon be inviting our volunteers to nominate for
various roster shifts.  We have about 116 names  on the Volunteers List but only 50 are
regularly doing shifts so if you are not receiving emails from me I apologise.  We here on
the committee are also volunteers and I’m certainly not perfect, so if you have previously
offered to volunteer on the open garden gates but have not heard from the Volunteer
Coordinator in the last year or so, please rectify that and send me an email (via
info@opengardenscanberra.org.au), because I can’t wait to pop you on the roster. 
Likewise, members who have not previously volunteered are really welcome.  There are
lots of shifts to fill and we really need more active volunteers.  It makes organising the
rosters so much easier with more people.  You will be paired with an ‘experienced’
volunteer until you feel ‘experienced’ yourself and volunteers always work in pairs anyway. 

Thank you kindly in anticipation,

Lynne Bliss

Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteering with Open Gardens
Sisters-in-law Tralie & Cynthia Kimlin are long time Canberra residents & are
passionate gardeners.  The photos below show them at the recent Melbourne
International Flower and Garden show.

As active members of Open Gardens Canberra, we enjoy visiting gardens, taking in the
landscaping ideas, choice & use of plants of the garden owners. While enjoying coffee &
cake, immersed in these gardens & inspired by them, we frequently find ourselves
reimagining pockets in our own gardens, where we could each implement new plantings. It
is always a joy to purchase unusual plants, lovingly propagated by the garden owner. We
particularly like “manning” the gate at Open Gardens, taking the opportunity to chat to the
owners & to other like-minded garden visitors.

Our own gardens:

Cynthia: In 1973 my husband & I purchased land in the new suburb of Macgregor where
we built our current home & established a native garden & grew vegetables. Over the
years, to accommodate the changing needs of our four children, seven grandchildren &
German Shepherd dogs, spaces in the garden have constantly changed & developed. 

Today, sandpit, swing sets & paddling pools , open areas for cricket, rugby & basketball
games, have all given way to denser plantings of natives, colourful perennials & self-
seeding annuals, providing a haven for birds, butterflies, bees & other wildlife. Vegetable
beds have expanded, ponds added & chooks made welcome. Homemade compost is
enriched with shredded garden clippings, chook manure, horse manure from Pegasus,
coffee grounds from cafes & Autumn leaves rescued from the street drains. Our vegetable
garden in Summer has all the popularly grown crops, including some rare heritage
tomatoes, mostly grown from saved seeds. I enjoy the challenges of propagation, growing
from seed & cuttings & sharing my successes. Our garden could be described as natural,
wild & overgrown & I love it ! 

Tralie: My gardening has evolved over the years, commencing here in Canberra with a
simple garden of mostly lawn & a few trees. Not much productivity due to full time work &
raising two children. I then moved to Queensland for several years to experience living in a
sub-tropical climate. A change from the cold winters of Canberra. I lived in a small cottage
in inner Brisbane, initially a fairly bare garden with lawn & minimal garden beds.
Fortunately two beautiful trees already existed; a Jacaranda outside my front fence & a
Poinciana in the back yard. Both individually showing their beautiful purple & large red
flowers when in season.

Over the years I added easy growing plants to the small front garden (a hop & a step to the
front door). The back yard sloped down to the back fence. The lawn was removed,
replaced with stone pathways & mainly under plantings of ferns etc under the Poinciana
which dominated the small garden area. Due to periods of drought where watering was
limited to buckets only, Bromeliads became one of my favourite plants (in pots).

Upon my retirement I returned to Canberra to once again experience & now appreciate, 
the four seasons. I reside in a townhouse complex which is surrounded by natives & many
large gum trees. My own garden area consists of a back & front yard. Plants exist that are
easy to grow with not too much ongoing care: a mix of Grevillia, a bottlebrush, a Banksia,
wattles, various species of hydrangea, lavenders & a more recent introduction of two
Crepe Myrtles. Various grasses, succulents & sedums are scattered through the garden as
fillers. Salvias are further enhancing the colour of the garden, inviting the bird life & insects
to visit. A large mix of plants, whatever takes my fancy each change of the season.
Together we continue to be inspired & stimulated by visiting nurseries & garden events
here in the Canberra region & further afield in Australia & overseas.

Trailie (L) & Cynthia (R) with Sophie of Gardening Australia at the Melbourne International Flower
& Garden Show.  Swapping tips?

Save the dates

Fairview, Reid.

While our Spring 2024 offer is not quite finalised yet, we wanted to outline the likely
program so that you can pencil in tentative dates. A bumper season coming up!

28-29 September

My Place in Torrens features spring flowering shrubs, annuals and flowering trees
including a stunning weeping cherry, views to Mt Taylor and a large productive garden.

Cuumbuen in Greenleigh, a spectacular natural landscaped native garden created over
forty years. A nursery of propagated plants and a worm farm are of special interest.

5-6 October

At My Therapy in Reid, visitors will enjoy both the large native woodland garden and the
enclosed Japanese style formal garden at the front of the 1930s house. 

12-13 October

Adjacent gardens Narrawong and BeaverLea in Rivett will open together. Narrawong is a
mix of formal and cottage garden styles, making the most of a small area. The plantings
chosen in BeaverLea come from an eclectic taste in flowers and trees which the owner
could not resist and indulged herself on whimsical impulse. 

At Hillside in Wanniassa, visitors can enjoy an enormous range of unusual native and
exotic plants at peak flowering, all thriving in the milder hilltop climate of a large mature
garden with valley and mountain views.

26-27 October

Fairview in Reid was planned by its horticulturalist and landscape architect owner to
complement and highlight a 1927 heritage cottage, which will also be opened to enable
garden views from inside.

23-24 November

Teacher’s Rest in Palmerston is a cottage style garden surrounding the house on level
ground. It is a showpiece of many roses, mixed with perennials, shrubs, small trees,
vegetables, fruit trees and pieces of art.

At Dhulwa in Chifley the stonework lined paths take the visitor on a journey around the
house through a series of quiet sanctuaries including a meditation garden, immersed in the
shade of large Melia, pear and ash trees.

Cuumbuen, Greenleigh

Member survey - results
Open Gardens Canberra surveyed our members in January 2024 to find out how well we
met your needs with our 2023 openings, and what we might do better. We were very
pleased to receive around 250 responses, many of which included lots of comments to
give us a real feel for what you are looking for when you decide to become or remain a
member. 

We are thrilled to have such a lively and involved community of garden enthusiasts as our
members.  In this survey almost 98% of members surveyed would recommend Open
Gardens Canberra. We hope to maintain and improve on this extraordinary level of support
from you, year on year. Read on to hear what your fellow members said, and how we have
responded.

Our open gardens program

We learned that overall you are very happy with the range of styles of gardens that we
open: over 93% of respondents were Satisfied or Very Satisfied with the range of gardens
opened, with many commenting that they love all styles of gardens.

"The gardens have been interesting, diverse and enjoyable."
"It’s always a joy to visit all types of gardens – also admiring people’s hard work,
dedication and imagination!"

Our members also mentioned some styles of gardens which they would like to see more
of, including contemporary gardens, heritage gardens, perennial gardens, sustainable,
organic or Permaculture gardens, community gardens, larger gardens and country
gardens. 

Our garden selection group have taken on board your comments, and three country
gardens were opened as part of our Autumn 2024 program.  Our Spring 2024 program will
also include two gardens in the heritage suburb of Reid. We are also following up on your
suggestions for specific gardens to include in future programs.

One type of garden remains elusive, and that is the small or courtyard garden. We would
love to have a few of these to feature as a group, but so far we have not been able to
locate any. Do you know of any that might be willing to open?

Almost 92% of members considered the overall quality of the gardens opened in 2023 to
be High or Very High. In your comments you said that the sometimes-variable quality did
not concern you, that you appreciated seeing some realistic gardens, and celebrated the
opportunity to learn from the garden owners, and to share your love of gardening with
others.

"They are local family gardens not show gardens - it is reassuring that they are not
perfect or very high quality as that would make them less relatable."
"Some are high, some are not so high but they're all better than mine so that's a
plus."

Additional activities

Overall, you told us that the inclusion of additional activities has little effect on your
decision to visit a garden. However, it was clear from the comments that the opportunity to
sit down and have a cuppa while enjoying the garden was a bonus, as was talking to the
owners.

"It is always an added bonus when gardeners have plants for sale!"
"I do like it when there is tea and coffee and perhaps a cake stall included, gives an
opportunity to sit in the garden and enjoy it for a bit longer."
"I found all the gardens beautifully looked after and loved by the owners.  I enjoyed
talking to the owners and they were so nice and helpful.  The refreshments were a
delight and all the plants I bought are still alive."

Is it worth being a member?

Almost 96% of members are Very Satisfied or Satisfied with the value received from their
membership fee. Most members visit 4-6 gardens, and less than 10% visited almost all the
gardens.

"Extremely satisfied actually. Opening a garden involves much prep and planning.'
"I'd be happy to pay a higher membership fee if that would help."

In their comments many indicated that they would have liked to attend more, but personal
commitments or the weather prevented them from doing so. 

"Several rainy days must have reduced visiting numbers. I decided not to visit two
gardens because of rain, either present or imminent."

Communication with members

Overwhelmingly, this newsletter is your preferred method of hearing about garden
openings. Other methods of communication you appreciate are the website, the 666 ABC
radio show, Face book, City News, Canberra Times and Canberra Weekly. 

However, you indicated that you would like earlier notice about when gardens will be
opened.

"Announce dates with more lead time so I can block my calendar and attend more!"

We’ve taken these comments on board and this winter edition of the newsletter includes a
Save the Date for our Spring 2024 program.

We also received some thoughts on how we can communicate with new and different
audiences, including non-members. 

"Maybe promote the gardens through Instagram and Face book."
"Advertise more to the general public as many of the visitors are members and to
get more funds."

We are responding to these comments by investigating the use of Instagram, and
identifying additional places where paid advertising might be appropriate.

Ever better

When asked about how we could do better, most of you commented on how happy you are
with Open Gardens Canberra. Many members suggested that “the only improvement could
be more gardens open”.

"Completely satisfied with the way the open gardens are run. Very well organized."
"You are doing a great job profiling the wide range of gardens in Canberra."
"A really high-class organisation, with wonderful, passionate members."

A frequent suggestion was to “Keep the rain away on an Open Garden day”. Although we
can’t help with that one, there were some suggestions for improvements which we could
act on:

Several of you recommended that we allow card payments.  

This was an issue that the Committee had been wrestling with for some time, as it was
very difficult to find a solution that could be used easily by our volunteers. We were so
pleased to be able to implement card payments this Autumn.

"One suggestion related to a concern that some of the plants sold at open gardens
were weeds."

We have responded by adding information on environmental weeds to our Garden Owners’
Manual to alert owners to this problem.

We also received several suggestions to provide information which is already included in
our events listings on our website. A handy guide to our event listings is included in this
newsletter.

Thank you for taking the time and providing your valuable feedback so we can continue to
improve Open Gardens Canberra.

Decoding our event listings
The most complete information about each open garden can be found in its event listing on
our website.  

If the garden owner has provided Garden Notes, they are included in the listing for you to
read online or print out.

There is always a lot to tell you about each garden, so we use icons to give you more
information in less space. Here is a handy key to the icons we use in event listings. A
description of each icon is also available via a link in each event listing.

Project funding news
  The 2024 funding round attracted four applications, all of which have a strong focus on
knowledge sharing and building community bonds around the joy of gardening, with three
centred on productive gardens. The Committee supported all four projects, which are
located at Stirling, Greenway, Wanniassa and Kambah. Details will be available on our
website soon.

Meanwhile, one of our 2023 projects has now completed. Friends of Dryandra Woodland
sent photos of how they have used the grant of $3,000 for weed control and the
revegetation of bare and eroding ground with local wildflower species and grasses at
prominent points around the Inner North Dog Park in O’Connor.

 

Horticulture scholarship
Applications are now open for Open Gardens Canberra’s CIT Horticulture Scholarship,
which offers $2,000 financial assistance for one current Horticulture student each year.
Applications close 

6 December 2024. Eligibility details are in the CIT flyer, which you can see at
https://opengardenscanberra.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Open-Gardens-
Canberra-scholarship-2024.pdf

Terroux opens for winter
Many Open Gardens Canberra regulars will recall visiting ‘Terroux’ garden on Rochford
Road, via Wallaroo Road, Hall, on 24 and 25 February this year. Barbara Baikie and Peter
Fletcher are once again opening their garden - this time on a private basis - for a one-day
special winter experience on Saturday 3 August from 10am till 3pm. This includes
opportunities for budding artists and refreshments. All the details are here. 
Please note that this is not an Open Gardens Canberra event.

The secret is out; switch to winter veg
Tom Baker
 

Are you among the masses

tired of wilt and bother?

water without end

growing pest fodder

So, switch to winter veg

Get something for your work

Invest in winter greens

to hell with market stocks

Explore what all this means

Now start with winter peas

and there are lots of gems

hoist up the trellis

and watch the curling stems

Garlic loves our region

plant in loamy mound

sprout and thrive thru winter

hoard them underground

Perpetual, English, savoy

greens eat every part

spinach galore, and Warragul

popeye eat your heart.

Cabbages, sprouts, and cauli

kohl raby, sliced in sauce

broccoli lasts forever

romenesco de force.

Russian, Tuscan, curly Kale

wonderful colours of chard

fill your beds with leafy veg

it really isn’t hard.

Now plant the seeds for brassicas

sunny spot let them sprawl

a sprinkle of lime and water

and that’s just about all.

Brassicas are the bet

to meet a global issue

gentle are the leaves

for blessed bathroom tissue.

 All those Asian greens

have they all been named?

great for wok stir fries

cholesterol’s now been tamed.

Grow hot mustard in a spiral

with Japansese mitsuna

rocket salad, all are viral,

I wish I had known sooner.

Now come the root crops

carrots, onions and swedes

parsnips for chips or roasts

soups for all your needs.

Spring onions know no season

cut and come again

eschalottes as well

if only I could spell.

Don’t forget perennials

asparagus and feijoa

rhubarb good for heart and fibre

celeriac is chic but slower

And if you’re really game

broadbeans is no mean feat

be silly and diversify

grow a crop of wheat.

So, dont wince from thoughts of Winter

plan your beds, anticipate

work out in the winter sun

watch your crops proliferate

Harvest in the cool

hoard with impunity

sitting in the cleansing sun

and plan your next immunity.

Not one single pun

was needed for this piece

it would be a pity

poor Sod to not quiesce.

I almost forgot celery

surly foe to rhyme

but then once again

I have run out of time.

 

MailChimp
You will notice that we use MailChimp to distribute emails to members. Using MailChimp
ensures that Open Gardens Canberra is treated nicely in the internet world. Without it, our
emails would be treated as spam simply because we send emails to a lot of people – more
than 1000 members. To continue to receive member notifications, please don't unsubscribe
from our Mailchimp list.
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